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From the Editor’s Desk

As regards our annual meetings, three words
come to mind — Friendship, Cooperation &
Respect. In his ADKOW, Admiral Miles
wrote, “I had listed the qualifications that 1
thought would be most useful for the work I
had in mind for ‘Friendship{- the name that
was temporarily used for our outfit...We want
sturdy individuals,” I wrote Captain Metzel,
“ but all a little crazy. But they should be only
slightly crazy — not as much as I am in order
to preserve for the skipper the traditional
RHIP (rank has its privileges). They should
be able to fight the Nips in any job assigned
to them, without fighting their shipmates. No
high- hat, red tape clerks allowed. Any and
all Friendship characters must and will
associate without worrying about whether
they are commissioned, or in what service.”

How many remember when our outfit was
known by the “code” moniker Friendship? It
was quite an apropos beginning for volunteers
who molded friendships like no other military
group before, and still, today, some sixty
years later, are still enriched by that respect
and love for one another.

Cooperation — that’s what it was all about
— working with our Chinese friends and each
other and today, striving to meet a goal of
fulfilling our SACO positions in orderly
fashion and as promptly as possible.

We want to keep alive the friendships that
grew from cooperation by reuniting annually
to “eat, drink and be merry and relive the days
of yore!” What The Hell? Before we waste
the waning years being involved with the
somewhat “serious issues,” can we not sweat
the small stuff and continue to enjoy our
endowment of old (and I really mean old )
friends of over half a century with a lot of
memories and laughter?

-Ed.
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SACO NEWS

Is a non-profit periodical published by
World War Il veterans of the SINO
AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGAN-
IZATION (SACO) aka U. S. NAVAL
GROUP CHINA and ultimately “THE
RICE PADDY NAVY.”

We're always searching for SACO
stories and pictures (no 35mm size
prints such as most of us got while in
China - too small to identify).

Please send your comments and
newsworthy items to the editor:

Richard L. Rutan, Editor
45480 Desert Fox Drive
La Quinta, CA 922534214

760 360-3800

The Golf Gun

Two Mexican detectives were
investigating the murder of Juan Gonzalez.
“How was he killed ?” asked one detective.

“With a golf gun,” the other replied.
“A golf gun! What is a golf gun?”
“I don’t know; but it sure made a hole in
Juan!”
(Can't believe I would print such corn,
but was hard up for a filler. . . Ed)



SACO
KISTORY

SACO (pronounced “SOCKO") stands for Sino-
American  Cooperative  Organization and  was
established during WWII by President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. Highly
secret, originally known as U.S. Naval Group China, it
was placed under the joint command of General Tai Li,
(Head of BIS - Bureau of Investigation and Statistics.
i.e., hutelgence), as Director of SACO and Vice Admiral
Milton Edward “Mary” Miles as Deputy Director. The
Chinese and American members of SACO joined in
combined effort to perform intelligence and guerrilla
operations. The group soon became known by the
Solm'quet, THE RICE PADDY NAVY.” SACO men
were and are popularly known as “SACO TIGERS”
who served hundreds of miles behind enemy (Japanese)
lines in China, establishing vital weather stations,
coast—watching to report on enemy shipping,
intercepting  Japanese code, rescuing downed allied
airmen and being involved in numerous other military,
medical and humanitarian endeavors. The American
personnel, numben'ng approximately 2,500, were
volunteers from several branches of service, but for the
most part, Navy and Marine men.

Three books: “THE RICE PADDY NAVY,” “A
DIFFERENT KIND OF WAR,” and "THE ARMY-
NAVY GAME,” and one movie, "“DESTINATION
GOBI,” were based on SACO’s activities.

(Another note of interest: It has been noted that this group
may have been the unique distinction of being the first
American Military Group to ever serve under a foreign leader
in time of war??2211***

SRCO
NEWS

A non-profit periodical published by and for WWII
Veterans of the SINO-AMERICAN COOPERATIVE
ORGANIZATION (SACO) aka (/.S. NAVAL CGROLP
CHINA and more commonly, 7HE RIE PADDY
NAVY. The publication is funded by annual dues of
the members and their donated sitbsidies.

The publication is sometimes referred to as “What
the Hell” magazine due to the pennant shown on the
cover of every issue, which is symbolic of SACO
members. It was a pennant dreamed up by our skipper,
which he would fly on his ships as a personal novelty
to arouse curiosity in his naval career. It actually
depicted 3 question marks, 3 exclamation marks, and 3
stars - a mild form of profanity such as cartoonists
would use. To Admiral Miles, it was translated as
meaning “What The Hell,” as frequent inquiries
thmugh the years as to the pennant would be just that
- “What the Hell is it?” “What the Hell does it mean?”
and from many encounters came many interesting
stories through the years. During WWII as SACO was
formed by Miles and the Chinese counterpart Tai Li, it
was natural and apropos that “WHAT THE HELL” be
the symbol or logo of this special group. In addition to
being known as “SACO TIGERS ," we might well have
been “WHAT THE HELLERS!” V74

DUES

Regulars & Associates $20

Treasurer H. W. Weskamp
3034 Larkwood
West Covina, CA 91791-2928

Ladies’ Auxiliary $15

Treasurer Laura Sellers
1291 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40204-2440



Highlights of Trustees’ Meeting at Holiday Inn Select, Renton WA
14 July 2004

Trustees in Attendance: Bill Miller, Bob Hill, Dick Petri, Jerry Coats & Francis Reynnet (appointed by
President to fill Bob Sinks’ resignation)

Officers in Attendance: Jim Kelly, President, Herman Weskamp, Treasurer, Bill Bartee, Secretary &
Willie Baker, Asst. Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer addressed where our monies come from and noted that a memorial fund
had been established for Harold Bonin, (Family of Bonin suggested that SACO be considered to receive
donations in Hal’s memory). '

Letter from Charles and Laura Sellers concerning their view of the treasury was distributed. It
contained the following recommendations:

1. Reconcile bank checking accounts to the bookkeeping records monthly on a timely basis.

2. Deposit receipts in the bank accounts on a timely basis (at least monthly).

3. Require written documentation of all expenditures.

4. Submit detailed reports of cash receipts and cash disbursements to Board of Trustees for approval.

S. Inquire into the possibility of merging the checking accounts into one account with a sweep
provision to maximize interest income.

6. Updates of dues paid should be submitted monthly to whomever is in charge of mailing the SACO
NEWS so members continue to receive the magazine timely.

7. More detail should be included on financial statements prepared for members. The yearly financial
statement should be published in the SACO NEWS.

8. Initiate “surety bond” insurance coverage for all “person” or “positions” responsible for handling
cash receipts or disbursements.

Nimitz Museum Report

Bartee gave an update in the reprint of “SACO The Rice Paddy Navy” noting that he was able to get
750 copies reprinted. The first copy was passed around for review. It was explained that 100 copies would
be retained for delivery to contributors and the rest would be shipped to the Admiral Nimitz Museum
Foundation bookstore for sale and distribution. Any monies remaining after mailing to the contributors
will be forwarded to the SACO Treasury It was noted that approximately 6 copies would be provided to
the MIB Library and other VIPs.

Medals

Paul Casamajor requested that the Chinese be queried on their position of awarding medals to those
not attending the reunion. (Note: The next evening while on the ferry returning to Seattle, I explained the
problem to Maj. Gen. Hsieh and requested he get an answer from the MIB when he returns to Taiwan . After
some discussion with his aides, he smiled and said he thought it was a wonderful idea and not to worry about
getting more medals. He would see we received what was needed).

SACO Reunion 2005

Richard Rutan gave the trustees a comprehensive report on Palm Springs, CA as the reunion site for
2005, room rates would be $75 per day plus tax at the Palm Mountain Resort and Spa. Prospective dates
are Oct 19 thru 23 or Oct 26 thru 30. (The latter has been confirmed. Ed.)

Historian
This position is now vacant due to the death of Harold Bonin. The trustees decided to leave the

position open for the time being.
222 xan



Highlights of SACO General Membership Meeting Holiday Inn
Select, Renton, WA 17 July 2004

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer reported on the state of the treasury and noted the funds in hand were
approximately the same as remained last year. He noted that he had maintained two accounts
because of the interest made on the balance.

Balance as of 1-1-2003.......cccceeeeenen.. $25,740.33
DISHOTSEMEIS, s ssenmonsmssmrsmssas 23,149.40
Balance as of 12-31-2003.........ccc....... $21,084.53

A long discussion was held relative to the treasury review conducted by Charles and Laura
Sellers and the recommendations provided as a result of the review. Motions were made to
ignore the review, Roberts Rules of order were discussed with no resulting action. The president
declared the subject tabled along with all related motions and noted the trustees’ decision would
stand.

Future Reunions

2005 Reunion chosen to be held in Palm Springs, CA (see Trustees meeting report)
2006 SACO Reunion

Jack Petersen to investigate possibility of Milwaukee, WI as site.

Dunn Interment

Bob Hoe gave a recap of his efforts to have Jimmie Dunn’s remains interred in a National
Cemetery; he noted that all requests so far had been turned down. Request had been submitted
to the Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs and through Congressional channels for attachment to
ongoing bills. In Hoe’s discussion with Terry Dunn, it was noted that a direct appeal to the
President was the last resort. Terry Dunn will pursue this avenue.
Nimitz Museum

Bill Bartee gave the membership an update on the reprint of the “Rice Paddy Navy” noting
that the printing was to be completed on July 19, 2004. It was noted that 100 copies would be
retained for distribution to contributors, the MIB Museum and other honorary personnel.
Contributors will receive copies as follows:

$750 - $1,000.................. 4 copies

ot LR L . R ——— 3 copies

W= A 2 copies

25 - 1. O 1 copy
Election of Officers

Trustee (1 yr term)....ccoccevvevenvennnnnns Dick Petri
PEESIlent. covcosnssmmsssmsnssmmesvnssass Bill Miller
YViee Presidentccisasisaisisis George Barrett
BECPEIATY  cisissrnerrssrsransansnsnsmnsnsnnr Bill Bartee

Asst. Secretary.....oceceeeniiiieiiencenen Willie Baker
THCASBERE xninv cvwmsennnonmmnmssssssns s sns e Herman Weskamp
ASSt TYCASUTEY ccvcsinsssssssaimisiissnoninss Bob Hornberger

The office of Historian to remain vacant for the time being.
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Dedication of
WWII Memorial

Henry Scurlock and Sue

Clance went to Wash.,DC
for dedication of this long
awaited national tribute.
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To Casamajor . . .no date 2004

My wife, Betty and I want you to know how
much we enjoy SACO NEWS and appreciate
your efforts. . . .I was a Camp #1 man and was
moved to #6 and another one on my way back
home.

Since Buck (Dormer) died, I doubt if I hear
much about the early bunch at #1. I would like
to write a story or two about our activities in
China and some since. The ones I remember:

Earl Colgrove Sgt. Pat Ryan
Doug Jones Maj Chas. Parkin
Buck Dormer Al Clevenger
Hundredmark “Jungle” Flournoy
Jim Marvin J. M. Conway
Deagan Maj. Masters

And Earl Randolph, Radioman, who got
appendicitis and was operated on by Dr.
Goorchenko.

Editor’s note: From Miles’ ADKOW -

“Dr. Goorchenko, a White Russian refugee who
had established a medical mission nearby. ....” In
September 1943, Unit One learned from the
Chinese that the Japanese were reinforcing their
garrisons and that a push was probable.

“A hurry call was put in for friendly Dr.
Goorchenko, who came at once — on a bicycle that
he rode at night over the crooked and hilly paths
that led from his mission. His examination made it
plain that an operation was necessary, but he had
no instruments, no gloves, and no way to sterilize.
‘Wait five hours,’ he suggested, and pedaled off
into the night again, returning some five hours
later with borrowed instruments that were not as
good as they might have been.

“In lieu of more usual methods of sterilization,
the doctor and his American ‘assistants’ boiled
everything in an ammunition tin. Buck Dormer was
the fortunate possessor of a white shirt which when
the doctor put it on backward, made a surgeon’s

gown. The only available pair of rubber gloves
was many sizes too large. The mess table that had
been set up in the bell tower of the temple was
covered with the boiled liner of a sleeping bag and
so served as an operating table, and Pharmacist’s
Mate Dugan, who had recently arrived, served as
the doctor’s first assistant. John Hundredmark was
chosen as anesthetist, and the mixture of ether and
chloroform he wused had been unknowingly
supplied, for pay, by the Japanese in Shanghai. .

*“ The operation was not easy because the scalpel
was not sharp, but Dr. Goorchenko somehow
accomplished the first task. Then, having removed
the appendix, he saw that the infection had gone
farther. A drain was necessary and, having nothing
else, a rubber tube was dipped in a basin of bei
chow (wine) for quick sterilizing.

“I don’t know if it heals,” he said when the
incision was closed and bandaged.

“So the doctor remained to watch his patient
and, to his concern, fever developed and increased
Finally, it was apparent that the wound was not
draining and that it would be necessary to open it
again. The situation was tense and there were
some in camp who began to wonder about the
doctor’s training and ability. Even the doctor
himself was worried, but he was ingenious.

“ ‘I have an idea,’ he said. ‘Do any of you know
about physics? I have never used a rubber tube for
a drain before, and capillary attraction does not
seem to work in it. Perhaps it needs another tube
to let air in, so that drainage can begin.’

“The operation procedure was repeated and the
second tube was put in place. Furthermore, it
worked and the fever not only went down, but the
patient had also turned the corner by the time the
Japanese started their drive”.
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To the editor 4 July 2004

Just a short note to thank you for the picture
coverage in a recent “SACO NEWS.” It was
excellent and I  appreciated  your
thoughtfulness very much.

I have the original edition of Commander
Stratton’s book so will not send a check for
another copy, but will enclose a check in
answer to your suggestion for assistance for



“SACO NEWS.” You do such an outstanding
job in every edition you publish. Please
continue the excellent work.

Have to stop as “Parkinson’s” has taken
over.

Don Leberman

(Don has been afflicted with Parkinson’s many
years past, but he still manages to write to me
occasionally — always good to hear from him.
Ed)
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To the editor 20 May 2004

Thanks so much for your nice letter of 2
January 2004 in which you requested some
photos for a potential story in your outstanding
SACO NEWS publication. Enclosed are several
photos for your consideration.

In my previous letter, I made a mistake, My
retirement was in 1987 (instead of 1985;
therefore, my aerospace career lasted 38 years.

I was a writer of sorts, assisting in writing
numerous technical proposals, and writing
hundreds of reports. And 1 have written and
presented an occasional sermon at church.
However, I doubt that I have the creativity to
make a career of writing for general
publication. . . .

Thank you very much for your gracious
invitation to attend the 2004 SACO reunion in
Renton, WA in July. At this time, I doubt that
my wife and I can attend the reunion, although
we appreciate the warm invitation. (They made
it. . Ed)

Richard, you do a remarkable job with
SACO NEWS, and you are an outstanding man.
It has been a great pleasure to know you, and I
wish you the best for the future. God be with
you. (And with you and Jeanne. .Ed.)

Sincerely,
Jim Powell

(EE1 b
To Bill Bartee . . . 7 August 2004

Brace yourself, this may get long-winded
before I’'m through. Anyhow, thank you for
the second printing of “SACO, The Rice Paddy
Navy.” It was really thoughtful of you to send
a copy to all the contributors.

I guess no one ever heard of Intel No. 1 that
was Lt. Jayne’s outfit attached to LPA (Loyal
Patriotic Army) with General Ma & composed
of Huston, Morey, Waller and later on, Pease.
The area was Shanghai, Nanking &
Hangchow. We never made the list in
Stratton’s book. We operated in the hills +30
miles west of Hangchow. As Miles said, this
was a rather HOT area, but didn’t bother to tell
us so.

Anyhow, Lt. Jayne decided after the war I
should go to college and he had me signed up
before we left China. In spite of the fact my
old high school principal told me I wasn’t
college material; I showed him and graduated
in 3 years.

Intel One moved around every 2 weeks or so
to keep ahead of the Japs. During the last
several weeks of the war, both Miles and Tai
Li were with us.

At the end of the war, Lt. Jayne talked to me
in Shanghai and said the old outfit was
disbanded, but he had a good job for Morey
and me. — set up Adm. Miles Hdqgtrs in
Nanking. We got to ride in his new C47 to
Nanking and were quartered in Chinese Puppet
Banker’s estate including a 1942 Cadillac and
Chrysler. Miles never did get to Nanking.

I heard about the point system to get
discharged. I had more than enough, so fired
up the radio and a yeoman (I knew him) sent
back “Transfer Huston RM1/c Shanghai FFT
US and discharge.” Had to figure out what
FFT meant — for further transfer.

For the ride home was the AO 26 Salamone
Fleet tanker.




Thus ended the reading and saying of the
holy word.
Regards,
Gene H. Huston
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To the editor 2 June 2004

OHIO GREETINGS, SACO Friend,
Richard. The SACO NEWS arrived yesterday,
and each issue keeps getting BETTER! There
are always so many interesting stories to
“perk” up our minds and memories. Bob
always hoped someone from his unit would be
at the reunions — the snapshot submitted by
Bob Stoll, on pg 22, would have made him
very happy! He had one of them, but don’t
think the names were noted.  Blessings
continue in this life, along with the sadness of
losing his presence, good memories keep us
going! Seattle in 1984 was our first gathering.
I remember you serving me a cold beer while
enjoying the hot tub just outside the hospitality
room. Bob’s experience in SACO and our
attending the reunions, enriched our lives
greatly!

Always good to hear from you, Richard, thru
the SACO NEWS. You continue doing a
GREAT JOB, along with all the crew who
keep the organization going. ENJOY
SEATTLE — My thoughts will be with all of
you.

Mona Miller (Mrs. R. G.)

TN >*E

“SACO, The Rice Paddy Navy”

Reprint

ORDERING INFORMATION

Copies of the Roy Stratton book “The
Rice Paddy Navy” may be obtained from
the Admiral Nimitz Museum Foundation
bookstore.

Your contact there is Ms. Carol Sattler
and to obtain a discount you must
provide her with a copy of your current
membership card.

Cost for SACO members and associates
is: $17.95 + $4 Shipping

Others $19.95 + $4 Shipping

(VISA and Master Card are accepted)

By Mail:
Nimitz Enterprises
328 E. Main
Fredericksburg, TX. 78624

By Email:
sattler@nimitz-museum.org

By Phone:
1-830-997-8600

By Fax:
1-830-997-8092

Wife VS Husband

A couple drove down a country road for several miles, not saying a word. An earlier
discussion had led to an argument and neither of them wanted to concede their position. As they
passed a barnyard of mules, goats and pigs, the husband asked sarcastically, “Relatives of

yours?” “Yep,” the wife replied, “in-laws.”

Creation

A man said to his wife one day, “I don’t know how you can be so stupid and so beautiful all
at the same time.” The wife responded, “Allow me to explain. God made me beautiful so you
would be attracted to me; God me stupid, so I would be attracted to you.!”



SACO

SiNO AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

U. S. NAVAL GROUP CHINA VETERANS

Vice Admiral Milion E. Miles
Perpetual Skipper

July 23, 2004

Bill & Sissy Miller
1261 N.E. 188", Street
Seattle, WA 98155-2230

Dear Bill & Sissy,

In sending out all of these thank you notes I would be seriously remiss if I did not
recognize you two, Lee and Ruby Alverson and Bob and Betty Clark as producing one of
the most successful and enjoyable reunions to date.

The smooth way it went together from registration through the final banquet is testimony
to your in depth planning. The trips didn’t wear us out, there was time to visit and tell sea
stories, the food served at the banquet was delicious and the hotel was great. Many of our
members do not realize the details that need to be attended to, let alone the fielding of
questions from attendees to accomplish such a task.

Therefore on behalf of the officers, trustees and membership please accept our sincere
thanks and gratitude for your tireless efforts and a most successful reunion.

Perhaps you should tread lightly for the next few years because someone could make a
motion that you become the permanent reunion chairman, however Roberts Rules of
order would probably not allow it.

SACO Secretary

CC: Officers & Trustees
L. Alverson
R. Clark
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Vice Admiral
Perpetn

SACO

SINO AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

U. 8. NAVAL GROUP CHINA VETERANS

g’@m@ﬁf‘ﬁﬂm
Lt. Gen. YU Ltan-Fa
Director, M.1.B.

P.O. Box 3693
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

RE: 2004 SACO Reunion.
Dear General YU,

On behalf of the Officers, Trustees and membership of SACO we would like to
congratulate you on your assignment to the M.L.B. I’m sure you will find the assignment
interesting, challenging and fulfilling, If we of SACO can assist you in any way please
don’t hesitate to ask.

Next let me thank you profusely for sending Maj.Gen. HSIEH, Chieng-Chang, his wife
Ms. LIN Lan-Sheng, Col. Paul BO, Lt. Col. Laura Lin and Maj. Phillip MO to represent
you. You can rest assured that they were great MIB representatives and upheld their
duties in a most professional manner. SACO members really enjoyed their short but
meaningful visit.

Uppermost we must convey our deep gratitude and profound thanks for the generous
contribution your organization made to SACO. As you are aware we are a dues driven
organization and after 60 years our membership is dwindling. Consequenﬂy your
contribution comes at a very opportune time.

We hope that next years reunion will be honored by your personal presence. At present it
is scheduled for mid October 2005 in Palm Springs, CA. Details will be provided to you
by the reunion chairman, Mr. Richard Rutan who is also the editor of our SACO News.

Again we thank you and look forward to seeing you. May you have the best of Iuck at
your new command.

Sincerew
Bill Bartee
SACO Secretary

CC: All SACO Officers
Maj. Gen. HSIEH, Chien-Chang
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BUREAU
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
SHIHLIN, TAIPEI, TAIWAN
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

August 11, 2004

Mr. Bill Bartee

SACO Secretary

4624 N. Cheyenne Trl.
Tucson, AZ 85750-9717
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Bartee:

I would like to express my heartfelt appreciations for your letter of
congratulations on my assuming office as Director of the MIB. Despite my
regret for missing the 2004 SACO Reunion, I admire very much the great
achievements of SACO and the Reunion’s considerable efforts at the
maintenance of our friendship.

As the solid ties between SACO and this Bureau has been lasting for
decades, I feel honored to make my humble contribution towards the
Reunion’s continuing carrying on. It is my earnest hope that all members of
SACO maintain healthy and happy, and the friendship between our both
sides closer and firmer.

Best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

SR

FERBEFHRA A & B
B &k Bm E ¥ ;!%

Yu, Lian-fa

Lt. General, ROC Army
Director, MIB, MND
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SACO

SINO AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

U. S. NAVAL GROUP CHINA VETERANS

Viee Admira MUY EINI0004

Maj. Gen. HSIEH, Chien-Chang
Deputy Director, MIB

P.O. box 3693

Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

RE: 2004 SACO Reunion, Renton, WA.
Dear Gen. HSIEH

On behalf of the Officers, Trustees and SACO Membership I would like to take this
opportunity to express our most profound gratitude for the honor of your attendance at
our most recent reunion. You, your wife and your staff all added a certain upbeat to the
atmosphere that was really a joy to see and experience.

We want to thank you also for the memorable gifts that you distributed. They will be
cherished and a cause for remembrance long after all the reunion dust has settled.

Most of all we thank you for the sizeable contribution made to SACO, with our
membership rolls in a constant state of depletion, it is beyond my capability, to put into
words the heartfelt thanks and appreciation we feel for such a wonderful gesture.

I sincerely hope that you were able to get to know many of us on a personal basis and that
Wwe as a group come up to your expectations.

Please relay this sincere gratitude to your most capable staff of Col. Paul Bo, Lt. Col.
Laura Lin and Maj. Phillip MO. They are a real joy to be with and we really look forward
to seeing them each year.

I hope that you and your wife are able to come again soon and please remember if there is
anything we can do for you, don’t wait a minute to let us know.

i

SACO Secretary

CC: SACO Officers & Trustees
Lt. Gen YU Ltan-Fa
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BUREAU
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
SHIHLIN, TAIPEI, TAIWAN
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

August 9, 2004
Mr. Richard Rutan
45-480 Desert Fox Dr.
La Quinta, CA 92253-4214
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Rutan:

It is a great pleasure for me to meet you at the 2004 SACO
Reunion.

First of all, please accept my genuine congratulations to you for being
elected as Chairman of the 2005 SACO Reunion. Thank you very much for
cordially inviting me to participate next year’s Reunion in Palm Spring.
Given such a wonderful chance, I would love to meet all my SACO friends
again. I was told that you and your mother, Mama Erma, had made a great
contribution to SACO by devoting yourselves to the Reunion and other
related matters for decades. Even though I could not meet Mama Erma in
person, I would like to take this opportunity to pay my highest respect and
heartfelt appreciations to both you and your mother for your dedication. I
sincerely hope that the 2005 SACO Reunion will also be a very successful
one just as the one we had in Seattle. If there is anything that this Bureau
could assist in preparation for the Reunion, please do let us know. I
guarantee that we will do our best to help out.

I wish you all the best.

Sincerely yours,

A iﬁi: .

“F' § RBEENH
TR H®EE DR
H51eh, Chien-Chang
Maj. General, ROC Army
Chief of Staff, MIB, MND
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE BUREAU
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
SHIHLIN, TAIPEI, TAIWAN
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

August 9, 2004

Mr. Bill Bartee

SACO Secretary

4624 N. Cheyenne Trtl.
Tucson, AZ 85750-9717
US.A.

Dear Mr. Bartee:

My wife and I would like to extend to you our heartfelt
appreciations for your cordial hospitality and the splendid belt buckle as
well as the delicate bracelet. We cherish the precious gifts you gave us.

As I had heard quite a lot about you before my trip to the States,
my excitement of meeting you in person was indeed beyond descriptions.
Please accept my respect and admiration for your resolute devotion to the
arduous duty as SACO Secretary for so many years. We will always keep in
mind your consistent supports to the ROC. I sincerely hope that, under our
continuing efforts, the unshakable friendship between our two sides will last

forever.
I wish you and your family all the best.

Sincerely yours,

’*’j’g’ssm% ¥

FERBEF

BAT R ®EE DR

Hsieh, Chien-Chang

Maj. General, ROC Army
Chief of Staff, MIB, MND
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Vol 13, No 1

Official Publication of the China Marine Association

March 2004

William H. Sager
Maj. USMC (Ret.)

The author of this article (a veteran of the
First Marines at Guadalcanal) was a Marine
Captain in U. S. Naval Group, China in 1944
and 1945. In China, he was known as
“COMNAVUTEN"” (Commander, Naval
Unit Ten). Naval Unit Ten placed three bat-
talions of trained and equipped Chinese guer-
rillas in the field, each battalion consisting of
approximately 500 Chinese. Locally, those
units were known as Column Ten. Their mis-
sion was to operate against Japanese lines of
communication along the Liuchow -
Kweilin highway corridor, along which the
Japanese in the late spring of 1945 began
their retreat from Indo-China and southern
China, in order to consolidate their positions
in East Central China.

U. S. Marines in

China

During World War Two

Who were these Marines that fought the Japanese in Mainland
China during W. W. Two? They were members of a small, elite,
classified unit commanded by a U. S. Navy Commander known as
the Sino-American Cooperative Organization (SACO) In the U. S.
the official classified name was U. S. Naval Group, China.

by William H. Sager,
Major, USMCR, (Ret’d)

ere are some Marines of the “old

I breed” who believe that Marines have
been in China since the days of the

Ming Dynasty, which existed from 1368
until 1644. Since those dates are well before
the Corps was founded ( in a formal sense)
on November 10, 1775, we have to settle for
the days of the Manchu Dynasty, which
existed from 1644 until the founding of the
Chinese Republic in 1912. There were

Marines in China as early as 1898 when they
guarded legations in Peking and Tientsin and
we are acquainted with the role of the U. S.
Marines in Peking during the Boxer
Rebellion when they assisted in defending
the foreign communities. The legend of the
Fourth Marines in Peking and Shanghai prior
to W. W. Two is also well documented.
Subsequent to World War Two, Marines
of the First and Sixth Divisions, with sup-
porting units, occupied North China to

Please turn to SACOQ

Headquarters, US Navy Unit Ten, Hsi Feng (Kweichow Province), ROC 1944-1945. US Marines, sta-

tioned here trained the SACQ Chinese in guerrilla ware

-

fare using American equipment.
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accept the surrender of Japanese armies n
that area and to assist in returning Japanese
soldiers to titeir homeland. During this pen-
od from late 1945 until 1948, there were
occasional  firetights  with  Chinese
Communist forces resulting Marine casual-
ties.

We are therefore well aware that U. S.
Marines were in Mainland China before
World War Two and immediately after World
War Two. However, not many of us are
aware that there were U. S. Marines in
Mainland China DURING WORLD WAR
TWO conducting combat operations against
Japanese forces that occupied a substantial
portion of northern and eastern China.
including the China coast and all of the prin-
cipal harbors.

Who were these Marines that fought the
Japanese in Mainland China during W. W.
Two? .They were members of a small, elite,
classified unit commanded by a U. S. Navy
Commander (who, within three years,
achieved the rank of Rear Admiral) known as
the  Sino-American Cooperative
Organization, or better known by its
acronym SACO, pronounced SOCKO. In
the U. S. the official classified name was U.
S. Naval Group, China.

SACO was under the command of
Chinese General Tai Li, the Director of
Chinese Intelligence and Secret Service. with
Admiral Milton E. (“Mary”) Miles as
Deputy Director. SACO was one ot the rare
instances during W. W. Two when American
personnel actively operated under the com-
mand of an allied commander rather than an
American. To the Americans in SACO the
distinction was of no importance.

The Chinese and American members of
SACO joined in a combined effort to per-
form intelligence, weather and guerrilla
operations. SACO personnel served hun-
dreds of miles behind Japanese lines, estab-
lishing vital weather stations to aid the fleet
in the Pacific, maintaining coast watchers to
report on Japanese shipping to the U. S. 14th
Army Air Force and to U. S. submarines
operating off the China coast, rescuing down
allied air crews, and surveying coastal beach-
es for a proposed allied invasion of
Mainland China prior to General
MacArthur’s successful persuasion of the
Joint Chiefs that the Japanese homeland

TQOP: From left, Admiral Miles, US Navy, Marshall Teng En Bo, Chinese Nationalist Army; and LtGen
Tai Li, Commander of SACO arrive to inspect guerrila training facilities at US Naval Unit Ten. Behind
Miles is Capt Sager, USMC.

BELOW: (I-r) Marshal Teng En Bo, Chinese Nationalist Army; Capt. Sager, USMC; Gen Tai Li.
Commander of SACO; and Admiral Miles with CO Naval Group, China, inspect bazookas at Camp Ten
Armory

should be invaded and the China beachhead
strategy abandoned.

SACO American personnel never num-
hered more than 2.300 at any one time serv-
ing in China. Until late June of 1945 when
the Ledo Road (known also as the Stillwell
Road) was opened from North Burma to
China. all personnel and materiel were flown
from India to China over the Himalayas

mountain ranges (known as the “hump™ ) by
the Army Air Transport Command.

There has never been an accurate “head-
count” of the number of Marines who served
in SACO. The ftigure has been estimated at
250 to 300 for the entire period of the SACO
operations. Each Marine who served in
SACO was a volunteer. An estimated 90 per-
cent were combat veterans of the Pacific tor
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whom the SACO tour of duty was their sec-
ond time overseas. The enlisted ranks con-
sisted of platoon sergeants, first sergeants
and gunnery sergeants. There were no
“buck” sergeants, corporals or PFCs. Officer
ranks were mainly senior captains and junior
majors, but there were some notable excep-
tions. Robert H. Barrow, who became the
27th Commandant of the Marine Corps,
served in SACO as first lieutenant.

What did the Marines do in China? A few,
perhaps a handful, served as coast watchers
in isolated positions along the China coast,
dependent upon the SACO Chinese for pro-
tection, supplies and local intelligence. The
majority of the Marines were assigned to one
of the thirteen training camps that spanned
China from the northern Gobi desert region

to the vicinity of Canton and Amoy on the

Japanese occupied southern China coast.
The function of the camps was to train and
operate with Chinese guerrillas against
Japanese lines of communications and instal-
lations in Japanese controlled China. The
Chinese guerrillas were a part of General Tai
Li’s Loyal Patriotic Army, a force of more
than 50,000 men and women.

The Marines’ mission was to train the
SACO Chinese in guerrilla warfare using
American equipment. China furnished the
manpower - - the U. S. Navy furnished the
equipment. Chinese guerrillas were trained
and equipped with .30 caliber carbines, the
A5 caliber Thompson submachine gun, hand
grenades, C-2 composition, primacord, the
.38 caliber pistols, and bazookas, which was
the heaviest portable weapon supplied. The
Chinese built firing ranges for small arms
practice that was severely limited by the
scarcity of ammunition. As mentioned pre-
viously, all supplies were flown over the
“hump” to China, then transported by prima-
tive, charcoal buming trucks to a location
near the training camps, then hauled to the
camps by Chinese bearers.

The training was mostly in the use of U.
S. arms and equipment. Very little training
was given in tactics. The Chinese had been
at war with the Japanese army in occupied
China for more than seven years, and since
the Chinese were indigenous, there was little
in the way of tactics to be taught to the
Chinese guerrilla. However, the Marines did
discover that the Chinese guerrilla was defi-
cient in one respect, and that was cover and
concealment. Marines are trained extensive-
ly to take advantage of the terrain and to use

every bit of available cover. The Chinese
guerrilla was notoriously poor in cover and
concealment. With Marine emphasis, the sit-
uation improved with training.

Admiral Miles, on an inspection tour with
General Tai Li, to U. S. Naval Unit Ten wrote

in his book “A Different Kind of War:

“They {the Chinese guerrillas} also sim-

ulated an attack on a pillbox with me inside,

and I could not see more than three at a time
until, only a little distance away, 125 of them
leaped up and charged.”

" So much for Marine emphasis on cover
and concealment.

For each squad of ten Chinese guerrillas,

' the table of organization provided as follows:

Four carbines
Two .38 caliber revolvers
Two pounds Composition C per man
Two pounds TNT per man
Twenty feet of primacord
Six blasting caps
One hand grenade

The ammunition allowance was as follows:

® 2000 rounds for each Thompson sub-
machine gun

® 1000 rounds for each carbine

® 200 rounds for each .38 caliber
revolver

However, due to difficulty of transporta-
tion (not only across the “hump” but within
China itself) only half of the issue was origi-
nally given in most instances and the balance
as available and required.

Chinese guerrillas operating in the field -
.against the Japanese were known as.

“columns”. Each column consisted of
approximately 500 guerrillas and was fre-
quently referred to as a battalion. Teams of
Navy and Marines operated with each battal-
ion as advisors, observers and participants.
An effort was made to rotate the American
teams to make use of their first hand knowl-
edge and experience for instruction purpos-
es.

The usual types of guerrilla actions were

ambushes of enemy patrols and raids on.

enemy outposts and small garrisons.
Demolition- operations were conducted
against road objectives (bridges, etc.), rail-
roads (where they existed in some areas) and
river traffic (sampans and other small river
vessels). Sabotage operations employing
explosives were carried out against barracks,
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- factories,

storage dumps, warchouses,

i defense installations, in some cases airfields,
~and targets of opportunity.

One of the Navy training units had as its
mission to train Chinese in amphibious and
river raiding tactics to operate in the Tung
Ting Lakes area and the neighboring Hsiang
River where an increase in Japanese river
traffic had been noted. The socalled Yangtze
River Unit (or the River Raiders as they
were generally known) was commanded by
a Marine captain veteran of Guadalcanal and
Cape Gloucester. The official designation of
the unit was U. S. Naval Unit 12.

An additional mission of the River
‘Raiders was to inform the U. S. 14th Air
Force on the effectiveness of its mining oper-
ations along the Yangtze River.

Selected SACO Chinese troops in

~Japanese occupied area were trained to dis-
‘patch patrols immediately to sites of plane
_crashes and to notify American personnel,

which would send medical and other assis-

‘tance to rescue downed flyers. Sixty seven

Armmy flyers, eight Navy flyers, six Chinese

“aviators, and one civilian U. S. war corre-

spondent were rescued and returned to their
organizations by SACO Chinese and

- Americans operating on those missions.

It is reliably reported that Marine and
Navy led Chinese guerrillas killed 23,500

"Japanese, wounded 9,100, captured 290,

destroyed 209 bridges, 84 locomotives and
141 ships and large river craft in addition to
numerous depots and warehouses. (See the
article “The Rice Paddy Navy” in the China
Marine Scuttlebutt, September 1999).

Yes, there were Marines in China DUR-
ING World War Two. While their numbers
were miniscule they accomplished their
mission under hazardous and hardship con-
ditions. Those Marines who were condi-
tioned for combat at Guadalcanal and Cape
Gloucester discovered that life in Mainland
China with SACO Chinese guerrillas was
primitive and demanding. The rice in China
was no different from the captured Japanese

“rice on Guadalcanal. Both were abundant
with weevils and worms.

For an additional article on Marines oper-
ations with Chinese guerrillas in Mainland
China, see the article in the July 2003 issue of
The Leatherneck “SACO — American and

' Chinese Guerrillas in World War II” by Dick
Camp. Jr.
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Each year that has passed since we shared the experience as members of SACO during WWII,
has endeared and enriched the friendship all of us engendered as volunteers in such a definitely
“Different Kind of War.” Truly enigmatic and highly secretive to the extent that little is known to
the world of our ventures even today, we bonded during those days in China and have perpetuated
that bond for over sixty years. Many military groups meet annually, but few share the love and
friendship that our buddies have endured and continue to maintain devotedly.

And so, it was fitting that a special recognition of this historical milestone in SACO’s annual
gatherings be honored as we approached our 50" Reunion. I think we can say it reached Golden
Fruition at the hands of Bill & Sissy Miller, their third time in hosting our family in Seattle. (I won’t
reveal Sissy’s comments should there be a fourth time. Ed)

Bill (always known as “Beep” to all RI men) and Sissy put on a “Show of shows” with the help
of Lee & Ruby Alverson and Bob & Betty Clark. And let’s not forget all the help Yi Ming, friend
of Beep’s from the University of Washington, gave us. The entire committee did an unequaled
performance to see that all ran smoothly.

We were honored to welcome VIPs from the Military Intelligence Bureau of the ROC:

Chief of Staff: Major General Hsieh, Chien-chang and his wife, Ms. Lin, Lan-sheng, Section Chief
Colonel Paul Pao, Interpreter Major Laura Lin and Liaison Officer, Major Philip Mo. (Prior to
their arrival, we wondered if Paul Bao was the Paul we knew — we knew him as ‘Pao’ not ‘Bao.’) He
was the Paul we knew in the past and when I asked him about the spelling, he said, “Either one is
okay.” In any event, it was good to see him again as well as Laura and Philip who seem like part of
our family. They are always cheerful and I feel they truly enjoy being with us as much as we look
forward to seeing them.

On Thursday, 15" of July, we left the hotel at 11:30 AM for an all-day bus trip across the
Tacoma Narrows to Bremerton Navy Yards. We saw the aircraft carrier “Ranger” which was a
thrill for Carolyn Inman Arnold as her dad, Willard Inman, served on this ship. We traveled on
through beautiful countryside with dense forests of green. At one point, we stopped at an Indian
Casino for about half an hour and then proceeded on to the Kiana Lodge at Poulsbo, northwest
across Puget Sound from Seattle. Such salmon I have never tasted! Absolutely and outstandingly
delicious. Such a picturesque setting and the weather was delightful! Following dinner, we boarded
a ferry about 9:00PM and enjoyed about an hour on Puget Sound passing Bainbridge Island and
seeing the lights of Seattle’s skyline as we approached.

Friday was another busy day touring Seattle, Space Needle, etc. I wasn’t on the tour, but it
covered a lot of territory of the city getting back to the hotel in late afternoon.

Saturday afternoon, Bill Miller took a group to see his incredulous wood-work shop at his
home. (As I have told him — he and his shop should be featured in a national publication. Ed)

The Saturday night banquet was great entertainment by singer Ed Aliverti with his rendition
of “THE RAGGEDY OLD FLAG” and followed by a couple of bagpipe musicians and a drummer.
They offered “Amazing Grace” in memory of Harold Bonin. Maj. General Hsieh, Chien-chang
delivered the major address and gifted SACO with $5,000 from the MIB.

As usual, the hospitality room was wall-to-wall following dinner to congregate for the last
time exchanging “DZAI! JEE!ehns” prior to being homeward bound.

Bill and Sissy, it was a great time, great weather and great chitter-chatter as usual. Only
thing I found wrong - - time passed too swiftly and suddenly there’s a veil of sadness in the pall of
silence when the last has departed and we are faced with waiting too long until the next get-
together. Thank you, Si si ni and as Erma would say, “Ding, ding hao!” Let’s all pray that good
health prevails and God grants that we are all together once more next year! Ed.
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GARY LOCKE
Governor

STATE OF WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

P.O. Box 40002 » Olympia, Washington 98504-0002 » (360) 753-6780 * www.governor.wa.gov

Greetings from the Governor
July 14-18, 2004

I am pleased to extend warm greetings to all of those attending the 2004 Sino American
Cooperative Organization (SACO) Reunion.

During World War II, it was imperative for the Allied Forces to gain access to timely, accurate
information on Japanese naval and shipping activities along the China Coast, and to obtain
systemic weather forecasts and intelligence on possible landing beaches and other critical
matters. To accomplish this end, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-Shek collaboratively formed SACO in 1942. The effort began with a few “SACO
Tigers” volunteering to serve deep behind enemy lines to train the Chinese people in ship
identification, meteorology, scouting, the use of weaponry, and to establish mobile field hospitals
and medical dispensaries where the need was greatest. Eventually, this endeavor grew to include
nearly 3,500 U.S. military personnel and approximately 120,000 Chinese men and women.
Because of the secrecy of their missions, few people outside of this select group were aware of
its extraordinary contributions to the outcome of the war.

This event provides a wonderful opportunity to thank the members of SACO for the sacrifices
they undertook to preserve our nation’s cherished freedoms and for the immense courage they
showed during this pivotal time in our history. It also is a time to celebrate the power of
enduring friendships. Ihope that the participants greatly enjoy meeting old acquaintances and
making new friends. The gathering will likely be, in turns, profoundly moving and filled with
laughter.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable and joyful reunion.
Sincerely,

Zle

Gay Locke
Gdévernor
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Golden Banquet Invocation in Seattle
By Dr. Dayton L. Alverson

It has been almost a decadk since the last SACO Meeting was held
here in Seattle. At that time, | also had the honor of giving the invo-
cation. However, although many felt it was a good presentation, a-
number were obviously saddened by my observation that the passage S
of time was reducing the size of our clan.

I have thought about that a lot in the past several years and have
decided that my observation was not exactly correct. The passage of time is certain to reduce our
numbers here on earth, but at the same time, it is increasing our presence in God's Kingdom.

Thus, our numbers are not dwindling, but our SACO members are split into different domains. |
believe that over the next decade or so, most of us will be reunited and God will sanction a Glorious
SACO Reunion in His Kingdom.

Remember that when Jesus was talking to Simon Peter, he noted, “In my Father’s house are
many mansions. If it were not so, | would have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for you. And if 1
o and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where 1 am,
There ye may also be.”

As I have aged, | have become increasingly fond of the well-known hymn “Amazing Grace,”
because it tells us that even though we are sinners, we can still enter the gate.

Quoting the first verse: “Amazing Grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. |
once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.”

Now I'm not suggesting anyone be in a hurry to make his way to the pearly gates. That is not
God's wish. While we remain here on earth, the Serenity Prayer provides us some good advice:

“God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, the courage to change the
things we can and the wisdom to know the difference.”

Lord, 1 ask that you provide aid and moral support to those SACO members who are sick and
cannot be with us. That you Bless those who are here to partake in this event. We know that you
have those SACO members who are in your Kingdom under your wing. We pray, Lord, for those
soldiers who are currently fighting for this nation’s freedom abroad. We thank you for the food
you will set before us. And finally, Lord, we ask your special Blessing on those who have traveled
across the ocean to be a part of friendship that we forged with the peoples of China, over half a
century ago.

Lord, you have gathered us together in Seattle to celebrate and rekindle old friendship and it is
time for this festive event to begin.

Amen.
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50+ Awsivenswy Remwiow Skaps in Seattle 18-18 Juby 2004

Philip Mo-Paul Pao-Mrs. & Maj.Gen Hsieh
Background: Laura Lin

John, Sr., & John Pisarick, Jr.

Photos by Ellen Booth

Katey Petersen-Eleanor Lampedecchio-Jim Kelly 2



Photos by John Waters

Jim Kelly-Sylvia Erwin



FACO s 50’ ; Reunion Q@anquel‘

In the centerfotd of lhe f&mquel t@royram

was wrilten:

"Ok, and by the ‘Way”

Ghe way of our failk is " forgive and console,”
Our famzfy way is of "yenlfe control.”

We ve mingted with friends from our youlk 1l now od
SAnd those that remain used the same ways fere lold.

The way of our counlry commands our respecl:

Our ways of responding were made lo profect. p—— - -
Our fosts - Bitl & Fissy Nidler
J?Qn o 5 gy he way-- /c%meone came up with a lie for Bitl! ¥ can remem-
On thi Jaw. ber a_few years ago Y coutd oblige with socks bul this
n ths very & time Kad no tie. .§ ’&”lry a’up&'cales nrexl lime. 6’4/
GUP fere, out of the way--
In tavisk display--
Permit us to say--
"In surviving lhe _ﬁ’(ly--
We Did Yt Our Way. "

Bitt NMitler

&d Abwverti

c%zng fis tﬁrz’f&ng and moving rendition
of "The Raggedy O ?@ §

a 1 é
One of the numbers by the Bagpipe players and drummer P ’Z;"S
was "Amazing Grace” in tribute lo the tale Flal PBonin. Carolyn Amold
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Color Guard:Civil Air Patrol Green River Squadron-Cadet Major Derek Bierman

Center: L-R = Jack Petersen - Bill Bartee - Bill Miller

Below: Banquet Buffet - Audrey and Willie Baker phot?® &
25




Bob Hill with two cadet color guards

John Pisarick, S

Dan Miller-Marty Waters

Jim Kelly-Lilma Huntley Frances & Dick Petri
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Steve’s wife, Julia
y

Lacey Abbe

Steve Miller, Mom Sissy

27

ieh

g
B
=

)

=

R
%

&
=

S
1
e

o

S
=

Gen Hs

Steve Ciaccio

ller-Maj.
Richard Rutan-M

Bill M




S R ‘ 0 Maj. Gen. Hsieh, Chien-Chang, Chief of Staff
of Military Intelligence Bureau, Ministry of
National Defense, ROC awards SACO medals

during 50" Reunion Banquet in Renton, WA

m E D ﬂ ! S Saturday, 17 July 2004.

Lacey Abbey

Posthumous award to Dee Arnold,

Photos by Ellen Booth

widow of Ernest “Bud” Arnold

Dr. David A. Baker Gordon Rathburn
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Col. Paul Pao — Maj. Laura Lin — Maj. Gen. Hsueh — Adm. Metzel — Mrs. Hsueh — Maj. Philp Mo

Photos by Carolyn Arnold

Henry Scurlock — Yi Ming - Bob Clark — What a great snapshot!



Mr. & Mrs. McDonald (friends of Metzels)
C-Going Miles — Adm. Jeffrey & Jean Metzel

Pete, Judy & Pete Barbieri, Jr.

Photos by Ellen Booth

Dr. David Baker & Cliff Schmierer

Dan and Jack Miller



L-L Clockwise: Gen. Hsieh — Clarence Gee-Nelson Bowman-Gen. Hsieh, Carolyn Arnold,
and Mrs. Hsieh-Paul Pao-Robert Coats, Sal Ciaccio & Center — Philip Mo
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Ellen Booth & Paul Pao

Bill Bartee

Photos by Ellen Booth

Dtr Jamie & Dave Clarke




Dean & Billi Warner

Bill White (great picture)
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Photos by Ellen Booth

Bob Hornberger Penny Coats

Mary and Allan Tanner

4

C-going - Bob Grace — Bill Miller



Bob & Betty Clark and family

Cathy & David Baker

Col. Paul Pao/Bao (take your choice) wins
jewelry chest in drawing
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Photos by Ellen Booth

Debbie Chung in back of Bob Hornberger & dtr Jan



Gen. & Mrs. Hsieh & Laura Lin
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Photos by Ellen Booth

Doris & George Barrett

Sue Clance

Henry Scurlock




Jean & Adm. Metzel

Bill Bartee & “C-going” Miles share a laugh

Photos by Ellen Booth

Jim Whitlock

Standing Caroline & Francis Reynnet
& newlyweds Mr. & Mrs. Darius Reynnet



United States Navy Memorial Foundation
PLAQUE REPLICA ORDER FORM

Mail to:
United States Memorial Foundation
Attn: Paul T. Haley $ 1 25‘09
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW ¢ Suite 123 postage paid

Washington, DC 20004-2608

SACO o,

SINO AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

AKA
U.S NAVAL GROUP CHINA

“THE RICE PADDY NAVY”

INTELLIGENCE & GUERILLA WARFARE
1943-1946

Replicas are exact reproductions of the plaque displayed on the Memorial Wall at the United State Navy Memorial
Foundation, Washington, DC. Plaques are mounted on a handsome hardwood base, suitable for hanging or exhibiting

on a desk. If you have any questions, please call or e-mail Paul T. Haley, (202) 380-0760, e-mail: PaulHaley@lonesailor.org
or write to him at the Foundation. Quantity discounts available. Please inquire.

ORDER INFORMATION: Please print

Name: |
Last First M.L
Address: |
City: State Z1P;
Phone ( ) FAX: ( ) e-mail:
PAYMENT INFORMATION.
L Check enclosed (payable to USNMF) Quantity @ $125.00 each = $

O visa OMC | AME

Card #: Expiration date: Signature
(Required)
SHIP NAME.
PLAQUE NAME (if individual or group)
Approval: date:

(Please sign order form)




United States Navy Memorial Foundation

NAVY LOG ENROLLMENT FORM

o Mail to: USN Memorial Foundation s Attn: Paul T. Haley
. 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW « Suite 123 « Washington, DC 20004-2608

“Calling All Shipmates of the
SINO AMERICAN COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATION

Now that your ship’s commemorative plaque will be displayed on the Memorial Wall in Washington, DC, we invite you
to archive your personal U.S. Nawy service history in our U.S. Navy Log! The Nawy Log is the permanent register of
Navy men and women who have been enrolled into the Log by themselves, by their friends or honored by their
families. Add your name, or a loved one’s name and service history to the USNMF Navy Log archive.

Names in the Log are displayed electronically on video screens located in the Log room of the Naval Heritage Center,
Washington, DC. Visitors are invited to search for individual records which are instantly displayed, showing name,
branch of service, rate or rank, dates of service, place of birth, duty stations and personal awards. The Navy Log can
also be accessed and searched over the internet. Visit The Navy Log at www.lonesailor org.

ERT

Navy Log Enrollment............. $25.00 All donations
Log Enrollment with photo.... $50.00 are tax deductible.

[ Check here if you do not want your log on the USNMF Internet Website.

Rate / Rank
LTiG

Name

Service Branch
USNR

Service Corp/Speciality
Address (leave blank if if deceased)

Service Dates
6/1942 - 911945

Born
611211924
MILTON, MA

’

WOLD-CHAMBERLAIN FIELD,  Sgmvomse.
MN 1943

City, State & Zip

H 1 « CARRIER AIRCRAFT SERVICE UNIT 21

Date Of Blrth B]rthplace « TORPEDO SQUADRON 51 (NAVAL AVIATOR)
i « NAS NORFOLK, VA (U.S. ATLANTIC FLEET)
TORPEDO SQUADRON 97
Rank/Rate i + TORPEDO SQUADRON 153 (NAVAL AVIATOR)
o 5 SIGNIFICANT AWARDS
Branch of Service (check appropriate box) _
« DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
. . « AIR MEDAL W/2 GOLD STARS
[UNavy [IMarine Corps [ICoast Guard [OMerchant Marine * PROIDENTIAL UNT CITATION AWARDED USS SAN
« ASIATIC PACIFIC CAMPAIGN MEDAL W/3 STARS

D USNR DUSMCR D USCGR . n/EOl;}.LDSWAR I VICTORY & AMERICAN CAMPAIGN

Dates of Service (mm/yy)
Sponsor name (if different from Log Entrant named above)

From To
From To

Address
Duty Stations:

City State Zip
Provide up to 5 of your most recent or significant duty
stations on a separate sheet or a copy of your Discharge [J Enclosed check (payable to the USN Memorial Foundation)
Form DD 214. !

$ for (JLog entry only [OLog & Photo
Awards:

Please charge my donation to:
Provide up to 5 of your highest or most significant awards
on a separate sheet or a copy of your Discharge FormDD |0 VISA []MasterCard Amt. Charged $
214.

Account No.

[J Enclosed is a photo

Expiration date Phone
Place taken

Signature

Date







L-L Clockwise: Billi .
Debble (cfhu:fgeg:h Warlfer-Jlm Dess-Laura Lin-Richard Rutan-Paul Pao & Philip M
aura Lin- Gen. & Mrs. Hsieh-Norma Gee-Charles “C-going” Mﬁes ]
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Photos by Carolyn Arnold

L-L Clockwise: Jerry Coats, Betty Clark, Judy Barbieri, Pete Barbieri, Jr.
Jim & Jeanne Powell-Bud & Ellen Booth-Mary Tanner-“Wes” Weskamp
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Photos by Ellen Booth

L-L Clockwise: Betty Clark - Carolyn Arnold — Dave Clarke — to his R -Sylvia Erwin
Ruby & Lee Alverson — Ed Doyle — Sissy Miller — Willie Baker & Audrey (L), Lacey Abbey
Richard & Mathilda Bannier — Bud Booth — Clarence Gee
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L-R Bottom & up: Bud & Ellen Booth — Jack Miller — Carolyn Arnold — Jim Whitlock —
Jim Dess — Sal Ciaccio — Bill White — Dee Arnold — Rick Hill - Gen Hsieh — Jim Powell —
Mrs. Hsieh & Marie Dess



Allan Tanner — Nelson Bowman

Bob Hoe — Betty Grace

Del Quentin Leu — Robert Grace, Jr.

George & Doris Barrett

Dave
Clarke

1
Mary Ellen O’Brien
(Sister of Gertrude Abbey)

Sal ’ i |
Ciaccio

/
Paul Pao - “Wes” Weskamp — Philip Mo
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Bill Miller’s Meticulously Designed Shop

Beneath his and Sissy’s Living Quarters

Wall cases, drawers. . .a place for everything & everything in its
place!

Photos by John Waters



Sitting on front steps of Bill & Sissy’s home:
Maj.Gen. & Mrs. Hsieh & Bill Miller

L-R: Henry Scurlock, Sue Clance, Sal Ciaccio. Maj. Laura Lin, Bill Miller,
Mrs. Hsieh, Maj. Gen. Hsieh, Colonel Paul Pao, Marty (dtr of John Waters)
“Front & Center” Yi Ming
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TRIBUTE 70 SRCO

by Jim Powell
The following letter to the editor from Jim Powell dated 20 July 2004:

Thank you so much for providing me the opportunity during the 50" SACO reunion to pay tribute
to SACO for the rescue of our B-25 bomber crew in 1945 by “saying a few words.” It was my privilege
and pleasure to do so at long last.

Although we didn’t know any of them, my wife and | enjoyed talking to SACO members, their
wives and other relatives during the Thursday trip and the Saturday evening banquet. We also were
introduced to General Hsieh and his lovely wife, Lin. It was also great meeting you again!

Enclosed is a copy of my “TRIBUTE TO SACO.” Would it be fitting to publish it in the next SACO
NEWS so that those who didn't attend the banquet could also receive my thanks? | owe so much to
SACO! dNothing could be more fitting and here it is as you delivered Saturday i7 July 2004.

Jim Powell in 1945 Recent photo

This is a great moment for me. | owe a heartfelt debt of gratitude to the brave men of SACO who
rescued our six-man B-25 bomber crew from potential capture and execution by the Japanese enemy
on March 29, 1945 at Shao-wu in Fukien Province, China

The well-armed rescue team of volunteer Navy and Marine personnel was led by Lt. g George E.
Morgan (US>, and supported by Lt g J. T. Shortlidge (USNR>. The rescue tream drove us in their
Jeeps about s0 miles east of Shao-wu to their Kienyang headquarters. We stayed for two nights at a

Catholic priests’ residence until arrangements could be made to turn us over to the Air Ground
Service (AGAS:.
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On March 3™, we departed Kienyang for Nanping, about 60 miles south of Kienyang, where we
were turned over by SACO to the AGAS for transport by weapons carrier and aircraft to Kunming,
about s0o miles southwest, arriving about April 4™.

In 1901, | started searching for detailed information, which could be used for a story in a book being
written by historian Larry Hickey about the 38™ Bomb Group in the Pacific Theater of operations.

At that time, 1 was under the impression that our crew had been rescued by the Marines.
Therefore, | started my search by contacting the Marine Corps Historical Center in Washington, D.C.
There were no records there, nor in the National Archives. | also wrote to civilian authorities in China
without the desired results.

In 1992, I learned of Floyd M. Doo Felmly who was with SACO during WWII. He couldn't help me
directly, but he referred me to two out-of-print books, “SACO The Rice Paddy Navy,” and “A Different
Kind of War.” From “SACO, The Rice Paddy Navy,” | obtained a list of SACO personnel who were
stationed at Kienyang in 1945. | learned about the AGAS operations in the second book by Admiral
Milton E. tMary> Miles.

Later, learning about the SACO NEWS, | wrote to Richard Rutan asking him if he could publish an
appeal for further information which appeared in the July 1993 issue of the SACO NEWS.

Paydirt! | received a letter, dated April 29, 1994, from Thomas P. Greco, who was a Navy Corpsman
PhM /o with SACO. He said that many of the SACO men at Kienyang were Marines. Also he verified
that it was Lt. George Morgan who led the rescue team.He enclosed a personal photo, and one of our
crew in a Jeep, which was taken at Kienyang by an unknown Navy photographer.

| was overwhelmed with emotion. That letter brought tears to my eyes, and my heart skipped a beat
or two.

So 1 wrote my story, which was published in the October 1998 issue of the SACO NEWS, and up-
dated in the April 2004 issue. That was a pivotal point in my life, since, without the heroic efforts of the
SACO rescue team, | may not have survived to be with you today.

Key to my quest for information is Richard Rutan who provided me with known addresses of many
SACO personnel to whom [ sent inquiries. I couldn’t have solved the puzzle without him. Thank you,
Richard.

May God Bless you alll

Jim Powell is seated behind
Navy driver of Jeep.

Marc h 30, 1945

Jim advises photo taken by
Navy Lt. Arthur Lillig deceased>
from Intelligence Coastwatcher
School.
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Taps

Of Secaucus, New Jersey, died July 8, 2004
at Meadowlands Hospital Medical center,
Secaucus. Born in North Bergen, Bonin
lived in Secaucus since 1946.

He worked at Graham Stationery Co.,
New York City, a family-owned business
which he took over as proprietor in 1964.
He retired in 7988.

Bonin was a Navy veteran of World
War I, serving from 1942 to 1946. He
was a volunteer member of SACO (Simo-
American Cogperative Opganizatin) - a
highly secretive group of Chinese soldiers
and mostly American Navy & Marine
personnel - involved in intelligence and
guerrilla warfare - often working behind
Japanese lines on mainland China.

He was a member of VFW Memorial
Post 3776, Secaucus, Secaucus ~ Masonic
Temple and  the Stationers Association
of Greater New York. He was also a
member of the Secaucus Fire Department
at Chicora Park. Devoted father of Allan
R. Bonin, Janice Deutsch & the late Ronald
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HAROLD BONIN

A. Bonin. Loving father-inlaw of Karen
Bonin and Herb Deutsch. Beloved
grandfather of Allison, Steven, Allan &
Catherine. Great-grandfather of Abby,
Lauren & Emily. Loving companion of
Jeanine Knight.

In lieu of flowers, the family requested
donations to the Masonic Charity
Foundation of NJ, Development Office 902
Jacksonville Road, Burlington, NJ 08016 in
memory of Harold or donations in his
memory to SACO, which he truly loved.

Litor's nmote:  Although the late ‘Red”
McGrail is accredited with foundg SACO
reumions shortly  affer the war, Harold
Solowed what McGrall fad - started by
abdlicating mucth tive and gt to ke the
bal rolling: Harold saw the anpindl, gatherings
gow as the years passed. We recognize His
past acomplistments and will miss s
raucons layghter and fis threals o urdle
someone’s biscuits” f e felt someone was out
of lie. Thanks, Harold for your contributions

0 SACO merrories.
22211 **



Richard “Dick” Husted

Cdr Husted was born Feb. 17+ 1921 in Valley
Junction, a suburb of Des Moines, IA. He enlisted
in the Navy in June 1940. After Boot Camp at
Great Lakes, I Dick Husted, Seaman 2/
reported aboard BB-37, USS Oklahoma & was
assigned to the Deck Force, which assigned him,
at first, as “Captain of the Head.” Dick was
ashore on a weekend liberty when he heard of
the Japanese attack & returned to Pearl Harbor
to find a sinking Oklahoma & general havoc.
He was then assigned to the USS Dewey.
Sometime later, Dick was based at Argentia,
Newfoundland where he met WW2 pal, Mike
Cannon. (Fditor'’s mote - Mike Camon fuzs
cnrresponded with me these past years and sent
pitures for SACO NEWS). The two men were
ordered to Englana’ to various stations there.
Dick and Mike parted company when Dick
rotated ‘“stateside” in the summer of 1944.
Unbeknownst to one another, both Dick & Mike
volunteered for ‘prolonged  hazardous duty
behind enemy lines.” They reported to Happy
Valley and SACO. Various assignments included
duty at Aerological Unit 5 in Canton, Mongolia,
and Shanghai. Dick remained in Shanghai at
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Fleet Weather Central until June 1946 when he
headed home for discharge.

After three months, homesick for the Navy,
Dick ‘reupped” in September 1946 & was
assigned to NAS Corpus Christi, TX where he
met a pretty young WAVE in the weather office
named Mary Ellen Anderson & they married 12
March 1947. Mary Ellen was discharged a few
months later. In 1951, Dick did a tour aboard
the training carrier, USS Monterey based at
Pensacola. FL. The Husteds were blessed with
sons Gregary & James while in Pensacola. A
young Airman, Dick Gilmore, worked for him
briefly on the Monterey & the men would meet
several more times as Navy men & then as
retired Naval Officers. Dick was promoted to
LT. After duty at the Navy Missile Test Center,
P. Mugu, CA he moved to NavSta Adak, Alaska
where his former “striker,” Dick Gilmore, turned
up as an LDO Ensign & a fellow flight
forecaster.

The Husteds & Gilmores both had young
sons in common & the couples became good
friends at Cub Scout functions, fishing, rock
hounding & other outdoor activities. Having
served in many parts of the world, too many to
mention, Dick was promoted to CDR in 1969 &
was discharged October 1970 with just over 30
years Naval Service.

Dick & Mary Ellen settled on Whidbey Island
where Dick took a job as school bus driver.
LCDR Dick Gilmore & family arrived on
Whidbey Island in 1975 where Dick was OinC
on NAS Whidbey Island. The couples renewed
friendship, The Husteds became active in the
Island County Pearl Harbor Survivors Assn &
made friends with Homer and “Fran” Price. The
Gilmores returned to Whidbey Island on his
retirement in 1980. When Mary Ellen’s health
deteriorated, Fran Price became her nurse as well
as a family friend until Mary Ellen’s death.




After several difficult years, Dick learned that
his friend Homer Price had passed away & in
consoling the widowed “Fran,” he found a new
soul mate. The couple married in 1990 & they
bought a condo in the USAA complex of San
Antonio, TX. Still active with the Pearl Harbor
Survivor’s Association, Dick became a docent at
the Arizona Memorial in Pearl Harbor.

Richard Husted, CDR USN (Ret) of San
Antonio, passed away on 13 June 2004. At his
request, he was cremated & his remains will be
interred at a later date in the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific, commonly called the
“Punch Bowl” on the island of Oahu. He leaves
his loving wife, Frances, his sons Gregary &
James Husted & his stepchildren, Jay & Larry
Price and Patricia Ays.

LPPI**

Ldltor’s note:  The foregqomg blography followed
by the obitwmary was furnished by SACO
Associate Frank Baillle. fe wrote me on 4 fuly’
o4
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.« . | knew him (Husted) only briefly & I'm
working from a listing of those dates he served
on a variety of ships & stations To my
knowledge he never joined your group (reunions);
it's possible he didn't know it existed. ..Another
SACO man, George Case, was stationed with us
(‘Dick” & 1) as instructors at Aerographers
Mate A School in Lakehurst, NJ. Many years
later, | learned that George was a SACO man
when | saw his picture taking a pilot balloon
sounding in Book 7 of William Boyd Sinclair’s
“Confusion Beyond Imagination” (CNI) set.
George passed away on 29 Nov. 1961 of a heart
attack while in the process of checking out for his



discharge at NAS Lakehurst. A sad story. | only
learned that Dick was in China in recent months
when 1 first contacted his wartime pal & SACO
member, Mike Cannon of Spokane, WA. Cannon
sent the above picture - Dick is at lft in the

Qroup of three.

2PNk
James A. Payne

of East Greenwich, Rl, 86 a
retired Navy Commander
and history professor, died
Friday at the Department of
Veterans  Affairs Medical

- Center, Providence
{/Va dates am/héé’ other than 2004)

He was the husband of the late Mary |.
(Zidar) Payne. Born in Carthage, Mo., a son of
the late Chester Hubbard Payne and Laura
(Holm) Payne, he had lived in East Greenwich
for 41 years.

During 30 years with the Navy, he served in
both World War Il and the Korean War. His
World War Il service included a tour in mainland
China as a member of the Sino-American
Cooperative Organization (SACO), which was
engaged in the intelligence activities under the
command of Nationalist Chinese military
authorities.

He also participated in two series of Pacific
nuclear test in 1954 and 1956.

Mr. Payne was a graduate of the Naval
Postgraduate School and the Naval War College,
and was given two destroyer commands.

After retiring from the military in 1967, he
joined the teaching staff of the Community
College of Rhodk Island (then Rhode Island Junior
College in Warwick). He retired in 1984.

Mr. Payne served on the East Greenwich
Planning Board. He was a volunteer reader for
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In-Sight Radio for the Blind, and volunteered as a
visitor’s quide for the Rhode Island Preservation
Society in its historic homes in Providence.

He was a member of the Retired Officers
Association, and the Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, and an associate member
of Kentish Guards.

He leaves three sons, Richard E. Payne of
Sterling, VA, Robert A. Payne of Ridgefield,
Conn., and Dr. John C. Payne of Jackson, WY; a
daughter, Elizabeth C. Adams of Bridgewater, NJ
and 13 grandchildren.

2271

Kenneth G. Greene

Kenneth
Greene
on his

90+ Birthday

Kenneth G. Greene, 94, formerly long-time
resident of 9 Range Road, Franklin (New
Hampshire), died Thursday, May 6, 2004 at
Mountain Ridge Genesis Eldercare in Franklin.

He was born in Canaan on September 7,
1909, the son of Leon E. Greene and Mary
Elizabeth (Nason) Greene. He grew up in
Canaan and during school vacations, he was
employed by the former C. A. Smith in Bristol.
He was a graduate of Canaan High School
Class of 1927. He moved to Franklin on April
28, 1935 and went to work as an automobile
mechanic for the former Piper Motors in Franklin
and Laconia where he was employed for over 50
years. Before his retirement, he was also



stationed in Chungking, China and he was in the
first Naval convoy to go over the Ledo-Burma Road
in a truck named "Mary” after his daughter.

Mr. Green received three medals for his Naval
service, the most recent from the Republic of China.
He was a member of the VFW Post #1698 and the
American Legion Post #49 of Tilton.

He was predeceased by his wife, Eva A. (Wescott)
Greene and a step-daughter, Ellen H. Warburton.

He is survived two daughters: Mary E.
Dufault of Springfield, Vermont and Abby Marie
Greene of Laconia; a son, Vincent W. Green of
Belmont , 11 grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Ken was a member of SACO (Sino American
Cooperative Organization of the U.S. Naval Group
China Veterans. The SACO medal was presented by
the Military Intelligence Bureau of the Republic of
China. In addition, he received the American
Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Theater and the
WWIl Victory Medal.

72201
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died unexpectedly in - '
San Francisco, June
10, 2004 with his
loving family by his
side; beloved husband
of the late Virginia
T.Toy; a loving and
Devoted  father of
Lana Toy, Dr. Stan-
ley and (Sherri)Toy,
Jr., Lillian (Francis)
Chin, Lorraine Quan and Lorretta Toy; cherished
and doting grandfather of Candace and Gregory
Chin, Jacqueline, Jamie Jessica and Lidia Toy; also
survived by many loving family and friends and
will be greatly missed by all.

A veteran of WWII serving honorably and loyally
with the ‘SACO” (Sino American Cooperative
Organization) an intelligence and guerrilla warfare

group of U.S. Navy volunteers in China. They were
known as “SACO, The Rice Paddy Navy.”

Mr. Toy was a pioneer tap dancer with the famed
Forbidden City; a proactive participant in fund
raising programs and activities for