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Th1s, the second lssue of l tAir Notes fron CIIINAT'! ls*

aevot ea-eiclusively to-iSnrvfval ' t  ln the Chlna Theatre' In .
this issue are the *uif .-o"t stories of U'S' Navy-alr- crews who

returnecl from Jap-oc""piuo sections of- French Indo-China and
i i;-aiii;.-;oJsi.'- Fron'tne four case6 herein reviewetl gan -b9
ililiid'-iuitiv ivpi."i "i.tpru" 

of Escape and Evasion in- thls
Theatre and perhaps 

"6*u--il"to"s 
can .be learned for the beneflt

;;-;;i*; ptiots i'ho rnight be forced down ln this area'

rrAir Notes from CHINAI' le deslgnecl for. Navy consunptlon'

ana fi-tntenaea to i"""u"t 1nte11[6nce-on air actlvit les on

iiie etiali" contlneni wtrich trave a-naval lnterest and which

nfeirC Ui of value in future naval- operations'

May, 1945
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. . r ,111; l :1 ' t r1EVASION IRO}[ AUOY AXEA

PB4Y-2- -Craqhcs in AI{OY Her-bor I

On 22 l fnrch l-g!5, . .PB4Y-2 ' tkivatceri t  cr ' 'shu' l  in A]IOY
herbor on thc Chinc. 6 rest . Thc Dl..ne ' fron tr'lcct Aix ufing l-7 t
*as f fyfng its rcgular pr.trol froir^LUZoN an"r' hacl just flcwl . r'vcr

Ai, ioy ni ' .r t i r  at 5od fcct- in qucst r)f  shipping tf-rgcts whcn i t
susta. ince a cl irect A/A hit  in the fuscl ige, LniL wr.s stnt clo-shing
rl .  rwn to thc wnter bciow. A p.:sscngcl: in this plenc !vr 's trr '  Dcn
nci l ,  Wnr C,rrresponrlent for t l ic Mutr-rnl BrlLi icr.st ing Systcn. T{j .s
str:r.ir lf th r: crn sh o.nd. subscctrucnt rcscuc rn"1 wrlllcotit is glvcn
v v . ' J

belcw c"ncl a.ff crd s e. gloir- cxr::rple of typicr-l wllk-outs in tlro
Chinn coe,stnl nre{ ' . .

I t  rr ight bG not ecl thr.t  this plrne creshccl in one of thc
wr.rst spoti  on the entirc col-st,  ni ' r t  cvcr a ni le frol l  tho
isfana i t  u,not, thc nost hoavi l f  fort i f iccl Jni: :"pcsc stronghol4
bciwccn SHANGHAT a1c1 H0NGKgNG. 

'T1r.e 
cntire ;rn inle.nc', surrounc1ing

,,il,,lOy herbcr is unlccupiccl and. ls inhr-bit cC, by frionclly Chincsc
who hc.ve been briefcd by Arrcr ic.,n scrvice pcrscnncl cn the
hr .nc l l ing  o f  downec l  Aner ic r .n  p i lobs .  A ls '  r  thc re .  a rc .  U .S. ,Nnvy
ancl AGAS-China stat ions vcry ncarby. i lov,revur, the threc islencls
in AM0Y horbor, A-1\(0Y, {.)UIliliOY r'-nd iiULnNGSXU are Jnp fortTcsscs
nnd r.?r: r lef ini ielv uisr.te. Sir l i l r .r1y thc h. l :cb,:rr is consic'Lerccl
unsaf e and ditohing thcre is ccrtr. inly not '  ec'.visa.blc. A crnsh
lnnding on the r-ralnhncl is practicirblc r-nd. is cntirely sr ' fe '

Drn  Be l l :

A worcl about l . '1r.  Du Felf is in ord.cr before vrc henr his
story of this cxperience. Before Docenber 8r 1941.'  ldr. BcIl  was
e. railio conrlent at or in L{ANILA, F.I. , r-nd w.-s wo1I-1inown, . both by
Ancricans ancl Jr,pancsc, for his pret '- ict icns of J3.l l . .ncsc intcn-
t ions in thc l i .rr  E :st. '  }{u wrs c r.pturcC' by thu JnpnnLsc wi}cn thcy
t o |k MANf l,A on Dec el1ber 8th , r.nd rat r.s irr:ccl tat e1y int erncc]- with
his wifo and two young bcys' in Santo To: 'rns prison i !  l \ ' {nni1a' '
Thcre they existecl unti l  3 February A9\5 --- threc long yci 'rs ---

wrr".t  tney-*cre l ibcratgcl by ttre spe ctacuI..r  i --ct ion cf thc sccond
Be-tt a. l  ioir of thc l lni tei l  Str. tcs Flrst Crv.-Iry. Aftcr tvcr thrcc
vr . . . r9 t  in te rgrcn t ,  sub j .c t i rn  t .  J r l )  ln ' l i gn i t i cs  rnc l  " . t roc i t i cs r
r.nc1 endurence rf ihc 'rs1;'w s'b l.rvat j,r-rnri clict which bhe Jo.p.rxesc
clcsignecl for theso prisonersr whcn Bcl l  w.is l ibcrir . tccl frrr i-r
nr.i snn hr: scnt h j s wifc enci iwo boys hone o.nd ii.mcr"Lis't cl-y sct
iut trto ler.rn about r:orlcrn wr.rf ..rc. !r I'e cllng hc hec'i rrar lot to
c r tch  up  nn  in  L  s i t - r t  t i : l c , ' i  hd  r t -quos t \ - t l  css ign : tcn t  t :  thc
lost daigerous r,r issions posi ible .  Ani ' ,  sc i t  was thr.t  hc happcnccl.
t .  be ab6o.rd Lieutenr-nt l i l  3va.nst rrPriv.t€gri i  on that fc.tal r1ny.
A-ncl now -- Mr. Bcl l ts .wn story:

-29-



rI
Sorwc

i{I]' en I
wr.rning r.nc'!
It clro 1lllec-L , 

rr

thc rr. t  c of
or t ii-r,e for

I_!_s-o,up-c1-c5i_3gjj!:!49:

Aft cr t hc exc lt cr-lcnt was rll-
hancls , T rer.rertbcr thlnking , "Thi s
\ \ I ^ . 1 l  4  - ? ' r . p l qnn r i l  nn t  t , - l  bc . r tv ! y l i : r ! r v r ! e  v

c vux r.nd vrc wcrc in fr icndlY
is o. hc].l- of !. P1nce for 3-

clrcppcd in uncxpcctcd-ly for r '  vlsi t  in Chlnr ' '

s i , y ' tunexpcc tcc " l y , ! ' I r . r c i l \ ' l r ch . . t l l bou t th rccsccondsr
no chlnce to cLrr.ngc cur r.tinJ,s. And r ntbcn I s''y

I l lcrn iust thet: wc clroppetl  frol abrut 500 f cct 3' t-J;"[ 
i60 knrrts * anL without bcnefit of pr.rf'chute

pr'  .y cr .

n4y p[lrt ln 'thls story bcgr-n tlown in I{ANILA whcn Licut en nnt

oicfc iincleren, Nr.vy PRo olf 1c ;r.' . c''sua1 1y ncnt ic nc'". tli!-t1:
pr.trcl f l lehti nut rf Luzlrn night rrakc r s( "1.-c{c:Y1-tl:::--::"tv
inr-t tr" ioi tcs tr.pt< horio to l is{cn to, i f  eny '1" 'r ,C1r'rcsrr:nc'cnt

fn' l  j :  l  ikr.  i - ,^kin: '  .  f , .urtc(.n-h rrr tr i j2 rf  ,^ng th'  Chittr- Cr' :st in
w ih r - t  I  l - ck  b^ 'c l :  :ne irPrlvat ec? . 't It sounclcd, e xc it ing . No'

i t  ;  i t  wr.s.

f t  took e.bout f  ive r- inutcs to gct l iy ' tcrclcrs'  rr A twcnty-
r.llnut c Jecp ricler a t hlrt y-five -ninut o hop in e Pipcr-Cub-,- ancl
i l" ; ;" ; t ;a ny oic'"crs to br.ptr- ln Joncs, c.o. cf t l re 17th l le 'val
Air v/ ing.

i!1,lrnt soncthing hot ?rr

I tThe hotter i t  is, the bctter thc',  story, Cr.ptaln'  "

Sr. c::r Iy thc ncrb ttorning I l - istcn;c' '  in )1-I thc ' 'br icf ingtrr

net r,ierlt. tig I Ji.,.r Evans anct lij,s crew' nll- of whoir si:ert cil'
forr ing ane' i [ .wing r lc why the pB4y-2 w?.s thc f inest !1..nc th.-t

ever AiO a patrol job: scicn fect longcr thm thc o1c1-?B4Yr.
i- .si"r,  r lor; f  i r ;  !ow.;r,  thc plLre thnt T'ky" R:sc c'- '11cc1 thc

"i ir-rr-6ngine f ight6r" --. .nc| si  c- 'n unti l  t ' ine to check out '

r l th o Pat l rn ' l  .

n4y f irst inprcssinn nf the interior ' ' f  thc plane wrs. that
i t  w.uicl bc c^.sior on t ' r .r  c rrcsp-n lents i f  thc gun turrct wcrc

" 
f ittf 

" 
higher or o. l.lttle sn.'11-er ' i'3 nct sc rruch in t'hc

nic111e of things.. La.t er the Plne Captain, Jrhn ?u' 'rcc' .  Ai 'J 'J ' I /c,
nskeil r:o if I ? c'r likc to clinb into thnt sr-rtc turret an'L l'L c'vc a
iooi< at the sky; Gunncr i;4aur ic e 1u..lkcx ' AR1vi319, helpecL rlc clirrb
in - o.nc1 I bcelli feeling a- littlc nor(J fricndly t owarcl that
turrct.  But i t  rust have resentcd ha-vlng a. rookic fool ing
c.rouncl wlth lt , because r couple of hours l- n-t et T rt'i sure lt'
kickcrl nc in tirc be"ck Lncl kncckec'i r1c cut - but that t s a1l- hcrrsa-y.

-  ?o  -



Tt hn nl1anAd 'Y'l pht after we crilc clrt of AIvioY ' I r ci]er]ber

i rcnrr i i  Pi i i ;"E"-;;ot"rr l ,rg c.-Pi] . t  Ensign Kirbv f i l ' "sl"v h-w

i''l""V--It wr.s th..t 
"o 

-ir.On 
tE :r..*n cny f irc fron tho is1..nc1, -..''Cl

r *t ' i r ' "a out of thc ccckpit '  thinking r '11 t ' rc fun vu: s :  vcr f  '  r

o iu*-r i""tcs, stuted l i  si t  d"r,wn oi the l i t t lc bcx which hcused.

t ' fre 
-f i rsi  

Aid. 'E*ergency Gctr o.ncl which elso c'ctec1 r-s :Ui.rrsei l

oi"fr i" ir" durlng t[e r iae. Just thcn the ] lnvigr.t l 'g off lcer
ig""ic" trb r'nk Gicene - he vuent down wlth thc ship )' snil-cc1 ovcr
i . ' rw"i i i r"" i ion, fnaic-.tc: l  by sign Ie-ngu".gc thrt. t l rey worc bc-
glnning to pop it us; the rr.d ionil (Jcncs we'rr ) bcgm to clruble

ip f t is"ff . t ' -- t  supposc he wr's.golng to shnko i t  a' t  thc Japs;
but that gesture lr..s never f tniinecl . SuclConl-y tho 1i,3ht s ncnt

out for ne.

l foundou ta f te rwards tha t theP l lo thadsbar ted .evas ive
maneuvering, was &t the top of a 500-foot leap-frog. and -going
aoomrrwf ron-wewereh l t . I tp robab ly -knocked ' the ta i l -o f fou r
pi;6, but nre kept r ight on gt iOing-down at t i re rate of L60 knots.
i ;- ;#"t 200 feei the*pi l0t discovered he had 10st elevator con-

[roi u"A oouldnrt pul l  out. He did have t ime to straighten out

the wings - and then ws hit .

The bounce probably broke the plane in two at the waisi
(oecause *e nenei saw t l iat part of the plane again ),  but the
bounce must have gaved some of our lives.

fhe next t ime we hit ,  the nose dug r ight in ald stayed down'
l,'y'hat was left of our PB/,Y:2 bur st into flanes irnrnedi at ely '

f loutr i  -  in the water:

A11 th is  was to ld  to  me by  the 'o ther  surv ivors ,  o f  course '
I knew nothlng about it at all. That gun tutret - at least I

thixk i t  must have been the t,ulret,  because nothing else. could

ir."" 
"t"r"tJct 

roe quite so hard on tire rrtail-bone'e - took it s
ra.r"t ge and f was rtout'i f or sor,re little time'

How I ever got to the surface through a burling plane' 1111
never know. Ir'[y ilrst consclous mourent was when I heard the
pi lot sa)r ingr trNow' Just telax.rt

Co-Pilot Lindsley told me later that I  bounc ed up a few
foet away from the Uuinj.ng fuselage, Ligut. Evans yelled at me
io eef ai^ray fron the plane (we were stl1l ca::rying plenti' of
Uonis).- eit t  l t  hadnti  registered - I  was st i1l just bouncing
there a few feet away from the plane. Then JjJ1 Evans sutan overt
grabbed me by what wis feft cf rny flight coveralls, dtagged me

It haprenecl qieht afbel. .  . . .  .  :

iway from the plano' told me to reLax.
-  ? 1  -



And then things began registering on my very 9+old99 brain'

I  was st l l l -  he1pless, however; my f. i fe belt  wouldntt infLate
(woul-dntt have rnade any dif ference because there was a big hole
i i i" i i- i":, i*uvi, t"a r wbuto hqve boen content ius! to sottle down
and forg-et th6 cares of the world.

Evans Leturns to bt"rrning I.lane:

I renember Evans yeIl lng at Lindsley to come over and take
caru Jf me for a few ml-nutesJ sc I dutifully put ny arm orer the
Co-pifot ts shouliler while th6 !11ot swarn away - went baok toward.
that burning plane, looking for a l i fe-raft.

tr4irac1es st i l l  happen; He forurd ono under a lot of debrist
draEeed i t  out. inf lated i t ;  they got me into i t  someholv - and'
thci-they went- l-ooking for survivo:: s.

Thirteen of us harl  starterd out on that patrol Job" Six of
them, r never saw again' rn a drop of that kind, i t .secrled' im-
possible that any oi us could have survivPd.. EPtz {f1?11V
th*"" t"ru severr of us in tha? l l t t lc '  half- inf lated l l fe-raft;
with one jungle-pack a4d. two and a half paddles' scrr.we got
ourselVeS organiied as well  es the circunstanees perruit tcd., ancl
started paddllng.

. . . .an ] l  s ta r ted  paddf jne :

V,Ilrer e to padttle was a problem - whiclr was soon answere'I
for us by the Japs.

During al l  this rescue work, we uere hiddcn from the Japs
by what was left of tlre burning plane. But once we pa'ldled out
from behlnd the pl-ane and got lnto view of ttle Japqs grur positionst
thev beaan f lr ine at us. Thab told us whicl i  way not lro go.

A few minutes bcforo we had noted a coupJ-e of boats paddling
out our way from tho opposite shore. As soon as thc traps begah
fir ing, thbse boats ueat i t  r ight back to the shore - and' that
told i i !  the whol-e story. Thcse were fr iendly Chlnese, trying
to come out and rescu€ us; but they could never have mad.c i t  ln
the face of that Japsnese shel l ing. So thcy 

"tent 
back to the

shoTe, wait 'ed, hoping that we could make j . i  to thenr.

That was thc toughest job seven mcn ever had. How wc
paddlcd for that shore. Thc t10o men who secmed in the bcst con-
d.l t ion took the two vlhola pad.dles, a thi.rd man used the iralf
pad.dle; the rost of us used our hands. ! /e went around in circles
lor a while, f inal ly 5ot thc raft straightvned out, and lut
every ounc€, of energy into €lutt ing to that shore in irho fastcst
possiDle t lmc. l ie sinply could.nrt havc movcd faster.

- 1,2 -



Thcn we saw three motor boats coming out toward us from
the Jap side of the shorcl inc - and we mcvcrl fastcr, anJ/way '

c 4j+c-S_AlSbgn e!_-bg]j I

By the  t imc we qo t  to  thc  f r i cnd ly  shorc '  w i  wcrc  rca11y

"poopeh.'r  Chinesc f ishermen were yel l ing ft  up to hurry, wad ed'
out into the vrat er to help us; grabbed us by tho arrcs ano armost
dragged. us ashorc.

But vre founcl wc wcre not ashoro at all. lT(j wcre simply on
a mud shoal that had bcen formed by the Iow t ide. The chincsc
had carr ied t irelr boats across that shoal to opcn water - about
half a mlle away - and wc had to nake i t  to thosc boats.

I f  somebody te11s you i t  qs j inpossible to run througlr mud
tha t  ?s  kncc-decp,  tc11  lhem they  dont t  know rvhat  thay  r rc  ta ' l k ing
about. Becauso we d.id i t .  Those Jap motor boats were gctt ing
too damned close f or comfort.  I ' le lcl  rul a f  cw steps r f  al l  down
exhausted; thc Chinese woulcl help us to our fcct and r 'vctd run
a fcw stels more, fa1l face-cloumward' lnto the mud, the f ishormcn
would plck us uP again.

God knows how wc evc;r got to tbose t 'oats, buit  wc donrt '

Tltc f ishermen didntt have to tcl1 rrs to hidc in the botton' '
of thosc sampan.i: ;  we simply fe1l in, cornpletely exhaustcd-. The
fi  shernen goi us-loacied i-n, two to a boat, pi lcd,f ishing baskets
ove! us to-hide us, Bnd th6y startud paddllng,and punt ing l ike
no one ever paddled or punted before.

Then a couple of Jap pJanes carlre up ]ooking for us.. So
the f lsherroon piddlcd tnei i  sampans into some cavcs, waitcd unti l
thc Adams hacl passed ovcr; thcn, one by one, the sanpans took off
across  tha t  1one1y,  exposed s t le tch  o f  water .

We had to nakc the shore, Japs or no Japs. So we crouched
under clam--baskets vrhi lc our Chinesc fr icnds outdid any Harvard
crew gett ihg across that oPen baY.

Q hin e.S_e _E r sh_Lle__Y.11-1a9. :

Lindsley and f vrere togcthcr in one sampan. So we hit  thc
shore togethcr - and not a soul was in sight except ourselves .-
and wete we a slght !  My coverafls vrere just hanging cn rnc by
the grace of one shoufdcr and a- zipper. Enslgn Lindslcy- had.
got into some oi l  sonewhere al.ong i :he l lne and lookcd 11kc a
night-f i .ghtcr - evcn the f ishcrmen took t ime out to J-augh at us.
Thcn thcy  hus t lcd  us  a long and inbo a  l i t t rc  ch incsc  f  i sh i t tg
vl l Iage whlch probably appears on no r lap of China, but bcars
tho name of Chan Tou Sik (at least that vias as closc as our

-3)-



t Chlnesc  f r lend  cnufd  comc to  pu t t ing  i t  in tn  Enc l i sh  fo r  us) .

l f c  w-n t  thTcugh thc  v l I lagc  to  a  s t ,  ne  housc ,  rvc rc  esked to
s t c n  i n  _  T t r c T , ;  u r e  m ^ |  + r , , .  - ^ A +  - +  ^ ' . n  - n r f , v -  T l r e , r '  h r , d  n f r . l V C duuev r r r .  r r r t /  u  r , I l \ i  l .  i t r r r  ( , r  l . ,  L1-L  l rc r r  uJ  .

f  h.st and vrere vrait ing f or .us.

!'Thcy knelv we 'rue Le frlcndsrt . . , . . :

Up to  th is  t lm; ,  no t  a  word  or  a  gcs turc  had pcsscd bc t t i ccn
any of us a-nd the Chincsc f ishcrnen who had rescucd. u-s. Thcy
knew we were Incricans. Thcy kncvr wc vrcre fr icnds and al l ics.
Thcy  r i sked the i r  l i vcs  iD  sav ing  us .  No quLs t inns  askcd,  no
rcward wantcd. Brrt,  aftcr thcy knew lec w(;rc'safc; after toa and
calces had been scrvcd; then the whof u vi[age crowdcd in'bo that
Toom to stalo at us. Eyc-wltnosses bcgan hroadcastlng, in vcrl t
loud ChlncsC, and with plr.nty rf  gcstur., . .s, thcir vcrsicn of hc-,v
lse had bcen shot d. own by iap ack-aok, hoiv funny vJe lookccl trying
to run acr:oss that nud-f lat.  how wc herd bocn smothcrcd. und.cr
scvcra l  layers -  t , f  f i sh ing  b6sk , - ts .  Thcn thc  sb . ry  i c l l c rs  bugan
dlsagrceing on the detai ls; l t  nust havc bccn about thc nolsiest
rescuc party that evcr happcned.

Then suddenly al l  the nolsc and i ;he talJr ing stopped, as i f
by nagio. V/e oouldntt hcar i t ,  but thcy did. Thosc Jap Ads&s
wcre overhcad again. Sonr.vhcrc, a couplo of bombs rvere droppcd,
but not in our viclnlty. T'he Adams.f lew away f inaLly, and. wc
all  broathcd. easier aeain.

Thcn tr{r.  Huang appcarcd. on thc sccnc. Hc spokc cnough
English so that he could te11 us al- l  about i t .  But hc ncvcr did
tel- l  us who he was. He uras Just a ' tohincse business rf ,a!.  Hc
jus t  happcncd to  be  v is i t ing  in  thc  v i1 l rgc ,  I t  was  vcry  fo r tu -
natc that he was there, boca,use he kncw cxactly whcrc to go and
wh a t  to  do .

"Ricc Pad.d.y Navyrr:

Tmaglne our: gasbs cf a-mazcd dcl ight when irc tcld us that
there was a United Statcs Naval Stat ion just 80 1t (abcut 27
ni les ) .away. I t  would be tough going, considcring our oondit ions,
but he would take us there within 1e$s i :han two days.

That was th€ happi cst ncws we over hoe,rd , Ilcrt; wo hr.d bccn
shot down less than a milc from a Jap garrison, wc had, bccn
she l lcd  (and some o f  those she l l s  canc  vcry  c l ,osc) ,  wc  had bcen
chascd by  motor  boats  and scarchcd fn r  by  Jap 11 :ncs  lcss  than
two hours ago - and hcrc was a man tel l ing us the't  i ,r  e wcro within
a fcw hours of safety.
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!  L , t t /  r r r  u .L t ( r ,u  v  -L I r t16 \ iHuang told us wcrd bcttcr be moving

horrcver. The Japs might havc spottcd us
to start bonbing the vi l l -agc. So, vro rd
ready for soncr forccd marching:

+ * { q b v ,

, , ,  * i - 1 , . r -  . r . ^ t , 1 c
a]- ! \ r  urr l ,y  r i r r -6r tu \ r .Lw rr

better gct oursclves

Chincsc  hosp i te l i t y :

,  Thc f irst hour was casy, but wonying. Wc cl imbed 1nt ir
snal1 juirks, sai lcd along within e ni le ct '  that Jup-hcld. ccasb-
l inc, gn1 out about an hour later, walked about four mi1cs,
were received as heroes by thc town army, bedded down for the
night aft  cr a swe1l Chinese Benquct. From somcwhcrc a Chinesc
doctcr appeared, dresscd the wounds of Radlonan Warr ' ,  who had
a ba.d shoulder wound. We rcsolved then and thcre thal i f  anyone
ever said. anythlng derogatory abcut a Chinaman wlthln our hearing,
thcrerd be ono hel luva f lght then arrd thcre. Our ovrn paronts
couldnrt havc taken bottcr caro of us, than d. id. thi-,se Chincsc
people who mct us, fed us, clothed. us, stayed up al l  nlght so
the . t  we cou ld  hevc  thc l r  hcds .  Thcy  c 'uJdnr t  d r  enough fo r  us  -
and we ncre humble with grat i tude.

An lnteresting note at this jrurcturc was when the Iocal
Vi l lagc Chicf prod.uceci fron nowhexo a ttPoint i€-Talklc. ' t  With
this 1it t le miracle to improvc Sino-Aner j .ca.n conversrt ion a,nci
mutual understandlng, we succeidecl very vrel1 in .xchenging
thoughts ancl planning nur departurc. ( lVc Iai;ur lcarncd, upon
reaching KLIM4ING, that thesc rr Po int le-Talki estt had bcen distr l-
but ed. scveral- months bcfore.by r.  U.S. Nevy Li e t t t  enant who hacl
travelLed through this area in the intercsts of arranging the
escape and evasion of downed Afl ied pi lots. )

l j .  i  . .wc  cou ldnr t  have go t  away f rom thosc  Amcr icans . .  .  . t r :

Huang was bettor than his pronise. He to1d us that we
would be wlth the Navy within &8 hours. Actual ly, l rc mct the
Navy within 24 hours. Bosrnts lviat c Tucker was out looklng for
us. The Navy station at I,UNGKI had already hoard about our
unexpectcd visi t ,  men wJre alrcad.y out over every posslblc route
looking for us. AGAS men werc dolng the sFrne thing, c omblng
roads and r ivers - wc got away fron the Jc.ps al l  r ight, but wc
coul-dntt have got o.way fron those nnerici ' r is who wcrc out looking
for us i f  we had tr icct.  Not that we tr ied.

l,&then we se.w.Tucker, swinglng l.long vr'ith a Tonny-gun cvcr
onc shoulder and a bag of iron rat ions ovcr thc othcr - vrcl l  .
you  can ta lk  nbnut  i  sa i ln r ts  u 'c fc i ,mc,  bu t  yo t r  havcnr t  sccn
anyt h ing .

That night we sl-eFt ln rcaL sicks, ota .Ancricxn food.,
smoked Ancrican cigarettes, l istencd tr Anerican servicc men
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swapping their experienoes fcr ours - boy, i t  was lrcavcn'

Wc dici a lot cf wnlking and bit-c hi-n g ' iccp and plr'nc riding

after that bcfore *" e,jt"b;El*fo ffi,r'nfNC"iuhirc-we could rcnlIy

rest. and draw a 
" 

ootpi i i  
"  

-o*i f i t  
of.ncw GI clothes' But '  n)w

tha t ' i t rs  r .11  ovor ,  t * in i " f . - * "  ought^bo sc t  s ;mcth ing  on  lnc

rco.-rd. fcr thc n"r,ori t"r. , i" i i ,"- t""{ nt yoi-wno may bc dropping in

on China uncxpectedlY '

Trust the Chin(.sc

And the first and r:ost l-rrport ant^ !|ina 
wc want to siiy Is

this: trust-the Chinese-'  I{eJs-your fr iend-and her1l t  a-ke care

of vru. f lo 's youx ;f i -  
-  
i"--t i trs w :r nnd v'u nuver hcd a mrre

l .ynl  rne. sc'rr  ni i l rv l i i , " i i " ; r i ' i " 'a vt" '  c lctha vou' '  carc for

vnu. gct yru brclc tc your o' 'vn pc'pl 'e' You mny havo n hllrd-t inte

undi:rstandlng h1m 'i iii-"t- ---tiit l'""p yoltr s"tts" of hlulor and

uso the slgn langu'-i"- o-no- n""t1ook his oueer l i t t le ays'

Reracmbcr that vou'r3"rr '- i i i" i i i ' -  que"r-rooti ing duck to hir '1' too'

Ai.rd as a VIar c'rrospondent, wl-ro ha9 n^ businoss rt 'al1 g' ' Ing

throush e'n experien;; ' ; ; i ; ;-;; ioit-t" talked ':bout 'r wrltten

ab;,ut cxccpt ln 
"""iEt"j i io"o'rt, 

T w:rnt tc cxprcss riy pcrsonal

;;;il.;;;;" r r r-ts'5i i;+p:;-t:f-.-1",X'{ l?:"":$"i:li"ullu"",
i ieut. Evansr crow trnndlcd thcmserves r'

tho wc.v thc lTavy nti" i ig-t i '"J i is snero ;f r '  chirr '  ci ist Rescue

Serv icc that  makcs- i t "SB*; [^n"9s iu l  
- f -1Oo that '  i f  y r1  f l3- 'p  in

r- 'n china orru*po"o"oi;, ' ; t ' ; ; i i-;o.i" ' ln"t ' t ,  ""re 
r ' f  '  broughb back to

civi l lzatio$: - why r l iey rnate c c- drop tho't looks Il-k-e -rrcurt 
ainsrt

turn out to bc one oi--ih" i incst vncntions yourve cvcr nao'

" Thank L- I{1lIYr: :

P€rsonaLly' I owe pl-enty to the Nav{: Jim EviP: :!'ycg-Sl
l i fc (and I hcpe n"-!tt '" the pr-pcr citaticn T'r what t; lry nc'vc

ff iE bcen a jr,b to"nii"[" i--roi."t-c,,nsidcrably more to mc thcn

that). Thosc men cjtUfrcnfioqo *" able to hpprecirtc thc fcct

thrt ny l i f  e w' '.s w-rth sr'vtng (-t?--{ 'n' , nt lc"si ) '  And ' n11' af rng

i iil 
- 
rTi'"l 

- 
"1 

r thc wev "p't' 
o trrwmc I . t hc rT 

i;7 " l',ltutl".#"t"1;: "
oin.-" ;61 thr-t n: r inci outflt in thc

Yes,  I  cwe a lo t
if there I s enY way -L
me twicc and I guess
to repaY favors.

- including my l i fo - to the Navy' - And
.;" ' ; ;;;;-; i  - '*"i l  thc r;- 'Ps h,.vc nisscd
I i 11 b.) 1r 'und I r n whil-e J- lngcr , wait lng

WclL Done - Jim Evans:

And mc.y we -- the rcpcrt ing off icers

- )6-
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n) te  hcrc .  Tn.  in tcr r :g i r t ing thc-c- l :Y t l  th is  PB4Y-2 '  in

tr. lking ov* lnc o"o'i i !- i i ' t l !-!"; i l :^:l Ll. l; i"*.1:,"r:.trttE

I
I'-''1
I
I
I
i
I

llt:iiu";N"It"J3ttlid'iirliv"i"t"- b'r'ii""o hancls, rne f r'ct is
c"mcri to e,I l  tfre stErics--" 6e-pitot, clrcw mcr:bcrs e'nd ?assenger

BeI l  io in  in  sey inS,  i ; ' ; ; "  ' ' l r i ts  " t ' :nc  ef  thcn '  l t l rd  l ikc  t ' -

ffi ;-l:ilTm:i i[;Li";"3'+ ;; l-' i?"il "H' ** li "' I it*!'**i'fl "
thc watcr unti1 wc r"I-tr ." Nc,vy and bC.rcntlv trrk carc of the

1rt cf us. r gucss |l '"; i i""rir"tris e.ctions tirrt-dr'v '!-:It*?.1 ;

what cver trley vrcre, il i"*d""""a-- srir c -tnr't wc nll owc our 1i-ves

prctty rruch to n:-t qii"i-i[ inrti"e ud cocl-trcndcdncss'ri

Lieut . ( jg ) f crr'Lo s Evnns shov'cd himself t 'r

aav ii l-ri ir6rt,"iClti, 
-atta 

nis ccnduct was trulv
u"itoa Statc6 Naval Scrvice '

be al1 nan th3't
r.  ciedit  'bc, thc
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DEPARTMENT OF  THE NAVY
N A V A L  H I S T O R I C A L  C E N T E R

8 O 5  K I D D E R  B R E E S E  S T R E E T  S E
W A S H I N G T o N  N A V Y  Y A R D  D C  2 0 3 7 4 - 5 0 6 0

IN REPLV REFER TO

5  /  5 U

ser AR/ 01"44 2
November 2L, 2005

Mr. David Deatherage
J- /U / KOD ROy .Lane
San Antonia ,  TX 7825].

Dear Mr.  Deatherage:

This repl ies to your telephone request for dupl icat ion of  the May
1945  "A i r  No tes  F rom Ch i .na . "

As requested, I  am enclosing copies of  the document that is
located in t .he Worl-d War I I  Command Fi Ie in this Archives. I f
you have access to the Internet,  you may v/anE to view the websi te
o f  t he  Nava l  H is to r i ca f  Cen te r  (h t tp : / /www.h i s to ry .nawy .m i l )  f o r
more information about naval history. The FreguentTy Asked
Ouest ions sect ion may be of part icular interest to you.

Your interest in naval  history is appreciated and I  hope that.
th is informat ion wi l l  prove hefpful  .

THLEEN M. LLOYD
Head,  Operat ional Archives Branch

Enc losureg

c i n a a r a l r r


